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The international bestselling romantic comedy â€œbursting with warmth, emotional depth,

andâ€¦humor,â€• (Entertainment Weekly) featuring the oddly charming, socially challenged genetics

professor, Don, as he seeks true love.The art of love is never a science: Meet Don Tillman, a

brilliant yet socially inept professor of genetics, whoâ€™s decided itâ€™s time he found a wife. In the

orderly, evidence-based manner with which Don approaches all things, he designs the Wife Project

to find his perfect partner: a sixteen-page, scientifically valid survey to filter out the drinkers, the

smokers, the late arrivers.  Rosie Jarman possesses all these qualities. Don easily disqualifies her

as a candidate for The Wife Project (even if she is â€œquite intelligent for a barmaidâ€•). But Don is

intrigued by Rosieâ€™s own quest to identify her biological father. When an unlikely relationship

develops as they collaborate on The Father Project, Don is forced to confront the spontaneous

whirlwind that is Rosieâ€•and the realization that, despite your best scientific efforts, you donâ€™t

find love, it finds you. Arrestingly endearing and entirely unconventional, Graeme Simsionâ€™s

distinctive debut â€œnavigates the choppy waters of adult relationships, both romantic and platonic,

with a fresh take (>). â€œFilled with humor and plenty of heart, > is a delightful reminder that all of

us, no matter how weâ€™re wired, just want to fit inâ€• (>).
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The Rosie Project is the first novel by Australian author and playwright, Graeme Simsion. Professor

Don Tillman is unmarried, and a consideration of the statistics leads him to conclude he needs a

wife. While Don's physical attributes and career should make him an attractive prospective

husband, his social ineptitude has resulted in a track record of unsatisfactory dating experiences,

the Apricot Ice Cream Disaster and the Pig Trotter Disaster being just two examples. He therefore

decides to vet applicants for his Wife Project with a 16-page (double-sided) questionnaire, in the

interests of efficiency. When Rosie Jarman sweeps into his life, Don quickly concludes that this

smoking, swearing barmaid with punctuality problems is entirely unsuitable, yet, against all his

rational instincts, he decides to offer his expertise in genetics in the search for her father. Soon his

regimented, logical life is turned upside down: Don learns the danger inherent in judging a person

by their occupation, and that not everything in life follows a formula.Simsion has created a very

funny novel which also has the reader thinking about emotion and logic, love and friendship,

conventionality and non-conformists, and what it takes to modify one's behaviour. This is a

fast-paced love story with an interesting twist. Simsion's characters have plenty of depth and the

fact that none of them is perfect adds to their appeal. While Don may be wired differently (mentally

assessing the age and BMI of everyone he meets, reacting to stress with a spreadsheet or a

schedule), he has integrity, focus, enthusiasm and determination, and it is impossible not to feel

empathy with him even while laughing at his missteps. And impossible not to shed a tear when he

suspects he is incapable of love and therefore unacceptable.
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